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1. The Czarist meps of Central Asie ve.. >f the gcale 1:420,00C. Only
elevation pointe in that ares were insbrunentally surveyed, The emphbsis
ned been vl wepping frontiers and areas near reilrosds end rivers. During
the pericd 1934-4%0 all Soviet Central Asla was mapped by instrunental
survey, witk the help of the cld maps, sc &8 to provide up to date
militazy maps, However, some very difficult wountain regious, such as the
Pamyr srea, weve 2till not instrumentelly mapped.
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2, This mapping project covered all Centrel Asia, ie the terrvitory under
the Jurisdiciion of the Central Asiati: Militsry Digtrict (Sredni
Asistsk® Voeunl Okrug), with headguarters in Tashkent. This sres at
that time included the five Soviet Republics of Kazaekh, Uzbek, Turimen,
Tadzhik, end Kirgiz. However, in 1946, the name of the district was
changed to the Turkestan Military Dissrizt (Turkesteunski Voenni Ckiug).
The headguerters remeined in Teshkent. The new distyict included the
four Soviet Republics of Uzbel, Turkme:, Tedzhikx and Kirgiz and four or
five southern "oblashi™ of the Kazskh SS5R. The four or five northern
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®oblasti® of the Kazakh SSR were transferred to the Western Sibsriss
Military District (Zapadni Sibirski Voenri Okrug), headquartered in
Novosibirsk. The two northwesterr "cblesti™ of the Kazekh SSR were assigned
to the Southern Ural Militery District (Yuzbno Uralski Voenni Okrug), with
headguarters in Chkalov. This was & more practical distribution of terri-
tory, particularly in regard to transportation and sccessibility from head-
quarters. _This new distribution of territory is in effect et the present
time /19547, judging by the Soviet press.

The first new military meps made of Central Asia were tactical, with a
scale of 1:100,000 (L cz » 1 km). Certain sreas, where major engagements
could be expected, were covered by 1:50,000 maps. Tactical maps of
1:200,000 were mads for uainhabited, desert areas, where there was little
geographical Astail to record, The over-ali, new, military waps of Central
Asia hed scales of 1:500,000 end 1:1,C00,000, Maps of aress previously
covered were revised on the grownd. Therefore, ithe revisions indiceted
whether 2 lake hud driled up or a unew one had apgesred and showed new
localitiss, extensin ¢ railroad Lires, and internal boundary chenges.
Previcusly unmeppsd ureis were covered by new wilitary maps,

New Soviet wilitary we 33 the Cermen Gauss~Krueger grid system, which,
among other things, zhe. magnetic declination. As a grid system
(xoordinatnays setfs) iz used baslcally to fecllitete accurate artlllery
fire, this system was to te found on meps with & scele of 1:200,000 or
lerger. Smaller scale wilitsry msps, such as 141,000,000, usually only
had the geogrephic cocrlinates of latituce and longitude.

During the pericd 1934-4C, rew ailitary maps wers also made, by agenis,

of Afghenisten and Irer. These were not the result of instrumental survey.
The maps were printed snd locked up in the Tashkent headquarters, along
with tte new maps of Central Asim, The Soviets had also obtained copies
of waps of the instrumentally surveyed portions of Afghanistan and Iran,
made by the governments of those two coantries, These were also locked

up in Tashkent. \ only copies of the swaller scale meps of
Centrsl Asia, Iran, end Afgbanistan would heve heen sent o Moscow.

By 1940, the military wapping of Centrel Agia had been completed. The maps
were at once placed undsr lock and key in the Tashkent headquarters of
the military district. They were hous:3 in a separgte building on the
grounds of the topographic section Zﬁée ar 7 balqg7 of the headquerters,
The structure was fireprcof, had vae Floor, and was of red burnt brick
(zheni kirpich). The mape were placed on wooden shelves (na stelezhakh).
The building hed armed sentries around it 24 hours a day, The only ones
who sew the maps were officers who hed had & hand in producing them.
Soviet troops in Central Asis still used Czerist meps for training pur~
poses, The new meps were intended to be used only in event of a major
wer. | |trese maps reumained locked up in Tashkent even
during World Wsr II, az tkere was no fighting in that ares,

The mepping wss dcne by twe or thres nilitary topographic detachments
(voenni topograpaichiskil ctradi), which were under the wilitary
topogrephic secticn of the district {voeini topogrephichiski otdel
okruga). This scction wae part of the district -headquarters staff,

It was heoused in & ssparate brilding in Tashkent, at the intersection
of Kuiluksksya and Gogolevskeys Ulitei. The structure haed two floors
and wss of red burnt brick. Under the director (nachalnik) of the
section there were approximately 10C topographic officers, graduates ol
the three year course ab the Leningrad Military Topographic School
{Voenno Topogrsphichskays Urhilishe). The section possessed printing
presses to produce waps. During the sumrer - seven or eight wonths of
the year, from April to Novewter - the topogrephic personnel were out
in the field surveyiung. During the winter they returned to Tashkent and
mede meps, with the aid of abcut 3C or 4o dreftsmen, who included both
men and women in their pumber.

yorked & Ty On
over-all maps of Central Asla ny of masking, or conceal-
ment, from gr. ..: and air and of puEsal ‘ty.|  |existing waps
with & scele of 1:500,C00 and 1:1,0060,000, Thesge waps indicated which
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lend wes cultivated, which was untouched, and so forth. Monographs on
the pertinent areas were attached. The material was used mainly in
teaching economic snd willtary gecgraphy at the Spetsshkole (Special
Rehoal. te militarv esplonage school) inm Mdscow.8$4

Upon

the completion of the course, the booklets were returned, They were not
publicly available., Map coordinates were transferred from the basic
meps used in making up the material. The basic maps were:

(2) usual type of maps found in atleses, 1:1,000,000;
(b) study meps {uchebnii karti) of the Frunze Military Academy, not
. military type, 1:1,000,000;
(¢) & military map of 13500,C00 scale published by the Chief Military
Topographic Administration in Moscow (Glavnays Voenno-Topographichie
skoye Upravienizj.

Map {c) was based on the Czarist 1:420,000 military wap and had not been
brought up to date. Old military maps gave no ppecial name to the
coordinate system ussd but merely indiceted whether it was based on

the Greenwich weridisn, on Pulkova (an observetory near Leningrad), or
on & point in the Canary Islands.

Soviet civilian maps passed through NKVD censorship. Even maps for use
within the USSR were purposely incomplete and inaccurate, so that if they
fell into foreign hande the wmaps would not reveal useful informetion.
Secret instructions, printed separately from the wep, explained how to
use the mep, ie a certain dotted line indicated & certain street which
was & "rayon™ boundary, and so forth., &lso, if a new factory had to be
located, one.copled the pertinent portion of the mep, plotted the .
location of the factory, and used the copy secretly., Militery meps were
not under the jurisdiction of the NKVD. They were printed either in
Moscow or by the topographic sectiom of the headquarters of a military
district.

-end~-
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